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Great hydrocarbon potential in the Paleozoic marine sequences in China
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Abstract ; In 1984 , China made a breakthrough in petroleum exploration in the Paleozoic marine sequences with

the discovery of the Shacan-2 well in Tarim Basin. Since then China has not only left behind the wrong idea that

there is no hydrocarbon in the Paleozoic marine sequences in China,but also found tens of oil and gas fields in

Tarim Basin, Sichuan Basin,Ordos Basin and Junggar Basin. Theories on hydrocarbon generation and accumula-

tion in the Paleozoic marine sequences in China have been brought forward and corresponding exploration tech-

niques have been developed. According to the study of resource potential in the Paleozoic in China,the Paleozoic

source rocks,which have not experienced metamorphism ,occur in Northeast China,southern North China, Qaid-

am Basin,the Hexi corridor and the Qinghai-Tibet area,further proving the great hydrocarbon potential in the

Paleozoic marine sequences in China.
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Fig. 1  Isopach map of source rocks in the Permo-Carboniferous

of the Songliao Basin
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